
SHETLAND ISLANDS & NORWAY 
From the North Sea to the Arctic Circle 

Aboard Hebridean Sky 
June 9–22, 2022 

This exploration of the magnificent landscapes, remote islands, ancient settlements and 
idyllic villages of Norway and northern Scotland is scheduled for the height of summer 
when sunlight extends into the evening hours and temperatures are mild. Much more 
than a cursory introduction, this varied and balanced itinerary combines the wonders of 
the natural world with the historical and cultural highlights of the area from Aberdeen 
to the Shetland Islands, then far up the Norwegian Coast above the Arctic Circle to 
Tromsø. 

The cruise is bookended with two days each in some of the region’s most remote and 
inaccessible island groups – at the start of the trip in Scotland’s Shetland Islands, and 
just before the conclusion of the voyage, in Norway’s Lofoten Islands. Both feature 
splendid wild landscapes as well as fascinating remains of ancient settlements. In 
addition to the must-see fjord networks of Norway and Zodiac cruising in search of 
whales and sea birds nesting on rugged island cliffs, we also call at Stavanger to learn 
about the history of oil and its exploration in the North Sea at the state-of-the-art 
Norwegian Petroleum Museum, at Bergen to explore the well-preserved Hanseatic 
wharf district of Bryggen and marvel at the lovely Art Nouveau architecture in the 
impossibly scenic port of Ålesund. Throughout, there will be ample time to relax and 
enjoy the summer days in delightful towns and natural settings. 

The 118-passenger Hebridean Sky underwent a $10-million refurbishment in Sweden in 
the spring of 2016.  All 59 spacious suites (min 226 sq.ft.) and public spaces have been 
completely redecorated and the ship boasts state-of-the-art stabilization, fuel efficiency, 
and communication systems.  In response to the pandemic, Hebridean Sky has 
undergone additional renovations to further insure the health and safety of everyone on 
board, including but not limited to, the installation of state-of-the-art ventilation systems 
and thermal imaging technology.
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SHETLAND ISLANDS & NORWAY 
From the North Sea to the Arctic 

Circle Aboard Hebridean Sky 
June 9–22, 2022 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Delight in the long days of summer in the Land of the Midnight Sun, when
temperatures are mild and the countryside is carpeted in flowers.

• Discover Scotland’s remote Shetland Islands over two full days, visiting not just
Mainland with its town of Lerwick and remarkable archaeological site of Jarlshof,
but also the smaller island of Fair Isle.

• Linger in the dramatic and beautiful landscapes of the Sognefjord, Norway’s
longest and deepest fjord, including its most dramatic and narrow arm,
UNESCO-listed Naeroyfjord, and the renowned Flåm railway.

• Step ashore at peaceful, picturesque fjordside towns and fishing villages off the
beaten track—the Romantic Road along the southern shore of the Lusterfjord;
splendid Art Nouveau Alesund, set on myriad islands stretching out into the
ocean; and tiny villages of A, Reine and Henningsvaer in the Lofotens—all of
which have inspired artists and photographers for over a century.

• Delight in a memorable private piano recital of Norwegian composer Edvard
Grieg’s music at his former country estate nestled in the hills above Bergen.

• Take advantage of the ship’s full fleet of Zodiacs and expert team of naturalists
during visits to Fair Isle (with nature walk and visit to Bird Observatory during
height of the season for migrating Arctic species); the beautiful Kjenndalen Valley
for a walk on the Kjenndalen arm of the Jostedal Glacier, largest in continental
Europe; cruise along the base of the cliffs of Runde, one of the largest nesting
cliffs in Norway, and the island of Bleiksoya, home to half a million birds
including puffins, gannets, razorbills and northern fulmar; and whale watch in
the archipelago of Vesterålen, the summer home of one of the highest
concentration of the mighty sperm whales on Earth.
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ITINERARY MAP 
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SHETLAND ISLANDS & NORWAY 
From the North Sea to the Arctic Circle 

Aboard Hebridean Sky 
June 9–22, 2022 

ITINERARY OUTLINE 

DAY OVERNIGHT HOTEL ACTIVITIES 

June 9 
Thursday 

Depart U.S. Overnight flight to Aberdeen, Scotland. 

June 10 
Friday 

Aberdeen Hebridean Sky 
Arrive Aberdeen; embarkation and welcome evening on 
board.   BLD 

June 11 
Saturday 

Fair Isle, 
Shetland 
Islands 

Hebridean Sky 

AM cruising with time for lectures; PM warm local 
welcome in Fair Isle, population ~60, w/Bird 
Observatory visit & scenic walk; cruise over lunch; call at 
island of Mousa to see Pictish tower built 2,000 years ago 
and tallest, best-preserved Iron Age broch (tower) in 
Britain. BLD 

June 12 
Sunday 

Lerwick, 
Shetland 
Islands 

Hebridean Sky 

AM visit archaeological site of Jarlshof, with layers of 
settlements from Neolithic to Bronze Age, Iron Age, and 
medieval times; PM exploring Lerwick with free time and 
a chance to visit to excellent Shetland Museum.  BLD 

June 13 
Monday 

Stavanger, 
Norway 

Hebridean Sky 
Morning cruising; afternoon & evening in Stavanger with 
Norwegian Petroleum Museum & historic Old Town; 
option for independent dinner ashore.  BLD 

June 14 
Tuesday 

Rosendal & 
Hardangerfjord 

Hebridean Sky 

Full-day excursion in the Hardangerfjord area, crossing 
to the north side of the fjord for live demonstrations of 
Norway’s traditional shipbuilding techniques at the 
Hardanger Maritime Center and a picnic lunch at an 
idyllic fjordside fruit orchard, as well as panoramic drives 
with waterfalls and views of the Folgefonna Glacier.  BLD 

June 15 
Wednesday 

Bergen Hebridean Sky 

Full day in Bergen, with guided tour of historic Bryggen 
wharf and fish market; time at leisure; mid-afternoon 
Troldhaugen with private Grieg concert; option for 
independent dinner ashore.   BLD  

June 16 
Thursday 

Flåm & 
Naeroyfjord 

Hebridean Sky 

AM Flam Railway, lunch at Stalheim Hotel and Viking 
experience in Gudvangen; early evening cruising along 
the UNESCO World Heritage Naeroyfjord back out to the 
Sognefjorden.  BLD 

June 17 
Friday 

Runde & 
Ålesund 

Hebridean Sky 

AM cruise by bird cliffs at Runde, nesting site of over 240 
species including puffins followed by visit to beautiful 
Ålesund, with Art Nouveau buildings and islands 
stretching out into the ocean; PM cruising.  BLD 
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June 18 
Saturday 

Bronnoysund & 
Vega Island 

Hebridean Sky 

AM choice of hikes of various levels around Mount 
Torghatten or along the coast; PM cruise through 
Bronnoysund and across the Arctic Circle and Zodiac to 
Vega Island for walks with naturalists.  BLD 

June 19 
Sunday 

Reine & 
Trollfjorden 
(Lofoten 
Islands) 

Hebridean Sky 

Full day in Lofoten Islands, driving through dramatic 
scenery and stopping in photogenic small fishing villages 
of Å, Reine, and Nusfjord, with restored fishing cabins 
and local stores; evening cruise through beautiful, narrow 
and steep-sided Trollfjorden with its birdlife & waterfalls.  
BLD 

June 20 
Monday 

Bleiksoya and 
Vesteralean 
Islands 

Hebridean Sky 

AM Zodiac cruise around the perfectly coned-shaped 
Bleiksoya Island, a birder’s paradise, summer breeding 
grounds to hundreds of thousands of sea birds, including 
80,000 puffins; PM whale watching Zodiac safari in the 
Vesteralean Islands, home to the highest concentration of 
sperm whales on Earth. BLD 

June 21 
Tuesday 

Tromsø Hebridean Sky 

Tromsø city tour with Arctic Cathedral; Tromsø Museum 
and its exhibits about Sami people, history, and culture; 
Fjellheisen aerial tram up the mountain for lunch with 
views at Fjellstua Restaurant; farewell reception and 
dinner.   BLRD 

June 22 
Wednesday 

Home 
Disembark in Tromsø; Transfers to Tromsø airport for 
return flights to the U.S.  B 
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From the North Sea to the Arctic Circle 

Aboard Hebridean Sky 
June 9–22, 2022 

GENERAL INFORMATION 

Retail Program Fees: 
Category A, Standard Suite (forward), per person, sharing .............................................. $11,990 
Category B, Standard Suite, per person, sharing .............................................................. $12,990 
Category C, Superior Suite, per person, sharing .............................................................. $14,990 
Category D, Premium Suite, per person, sharing ............................................................. $15,990 
Category E, Corner Suite, per person, sharing ................................................................. $17,490 
Category F, Deluxe Balcony Suite, per person, sharing .................................................... $18,990 
Category G, Owner’s Balcony Suite, per person, sharing ................................................. $19,990 
Category H, Hebridean Suite, per person, sharing ........................................................... $21,990 

Category B, Standard Suite, single.................................................................................... $19,490 
Category C, Superior Suite, single .................................................................................... $22,490 

Fees and services are based on exchange rates of November, 2020 and are subject to change. 

Program Length, Capacity: 
14 days roundtrip from the U.S. 

Fees Include:  
All accommodations, meals, and excursions as specified in the itinerary (including three lunches ashore 
featuring local cuisine) • Full program of briefings, lectures and presentations • Transfers for all 
participants on group arrival and departure dates • Baggage handling • Gratuities to porters, waitstaff, 
guides and drivers • Gratuities to shipboard personnel • Port charges • Entrance fees • Welcome and 
farewell wine receptions plus two shipboard cocktail receptions • House wine, beer, and soft drinks with 
all group lunches and dinners • Bottled water on motorcoaches • Criterion Tour Manager   

Fees Do Not Include:  
U.S. domestic and international airfare • Passport/visa expenses • Medical expenses and immunizations 

• Private airport transfers • Travel insurance • Optional excursions or deviations from the scheduled tour
• Excess baggage charges • Meals not specified in the itinerary; dishes and beverages not part of the
included meals; liquor or soft drinks except as noted • Laundry or dry cleaning • Telephone, fax,
Internet and email charges • Room service • Other items of a personal nature




