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MADAGASCAR TO MAURITIUS 
Islands of the Indian Ocean 

Aboard Hebridean Sky 

December 5–20, 2023 
(16 days) 

This is an extraordinary cruise for those who love the natural world and all its wonders. 
The star is Madagascar, a thousand-mile island boasting an impressive variety of 
spectacular landscapes from pristine coral reefs and coastal mangroves to virgin rain 
forests and native groves of Baobab trees. Geographically isolated for millions of years, 
nearly all of Madagascar’s intriguing animals and plants are found nowhere else on 
Earth, including nearly 100 varieties of lemurs. Madagascar’s people are also unique, 
having descended from Malay-Polynesian mariners, slaves from Africa, as well as traders 
from Arabia, India, and Portugal.  

To maximize the time in Madagascar, this expedition begins with a private charter flight 
from Johannesburg to Tulear, Madagascar, thus avoiding the 2-day crossing of the rough 
Mozambique Channel by ship. Led by a team of expert naturalists, enjoy the luxury of 
having nine full days to explore Madagascar’s numerous marine reserves and national 
parks from the comfort of the Hebridean Sky. Leaving the wonders of Madagascar 
behind, arrive at Reunion Island, a paradisiacal French outpost, to explore its white-sand 
beaches, spectacular dormant volcanoes and Creole character. Disembark on the island 
of Mauritius, the perfect ending to our voyage, taking in this island’s cultural riches or 
geologic wonders before transferring to the airport for flights to the U.S.  

Travelers will have the option of extending in Kruger National Park, South Africa and/or 
Mauritius. 
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MADAGASCAR TO MAURITIUS 
Islands of the Indian Ocean aboard Hebridean Sky 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Fly from Johannesburg, South Africa to Tulear, Madagascar by included
charter flight avoiding the two-day crossing of Mozambique Channel by ship.

• Explore Madagascar in depth from the convenience and comfort of the
Hebridean Sky, avoiding the delays and difficulties experienced when trying to
explore the country overland, and reaching sites other cruises cannot due to the
fleet of Zodiacs onboard.  December is the very beginning of the rainy season and
temperatures along the coast are typically warm; it is a wonderful time of year to
observe wildlife, including reptiles, who have emerged from hibernation.

• Discover Madagascar’s remarkable flora and fauna found nowhere else in
the world as well as wild landscapes with invaluable biodiversity—the Avenue of
the Baobabs with 800 year-old specimens of these magical “upside down
trees;” Ankarafantsika National Park, one of the last remaining sections of
dense dry deciduous forest in Madagascar and a haven to hundreds of tree and
bird species as well as the microcebus, the smallest primate in the world; and
Masoala National Park, a virgin rain forest hosting an astonishing diversity --
half of all the flora and fauna found on the island!

• See lemurs up close in their natural habitat, including the red ruffed lemur and
the aye-aye, and learn about conservation efforts to save these incredible animals

• Meet with local leaders of the Tahiry Honko project: a community-led
mangrove conservation effort to protect coastal ecosystems and livelihoods,
while avoiding emissions of over 1,300 tons of carbon dioxide per year.

• Be astounded by the beauty of Reunion Island’s central highlands covered
with spectacularly rugged peaks of dormant and extinct volcanoes, where
mountains tower to over 10,000 feet, and picturesque villages dot a lush and
verdant landscape

• Travel to the island of Mauritius, to marvel at Chamarel’s Waterfalls and Seven
Colored Earth, sand dunes displaying a vast array of colors

• Cruise into dramatic Diego Suarez, a stunning natural harbor with a
cosmopolitan mix of inhabitants including Creoles, Indians, Chinese, and Arabs

• Snorkel in the warm and pristine waters around Nosy Tanikely, a tiny,
uninhabited island boasting shallow coral teeming with fish and turtles

• Enjoy the flexibility of optional excursions and walks for all levels
whenever possible so travelers can pursue individual interests and sights at their
own pace
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ITINERARY MAP 
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ITINERARY OUTLINE 

DAY OVERNIGHT HOTEL ACTIVITIES 

Dec 5 
Tue 

Depart U.S. Overnight flight to Johannesburg, South Africa 

Dec 6 
Wed 

Johannesburg, 
South Africa 

Intercontinental 
Johannesburg 

Arrive Johannesburg and transfer to the 5-star 
Intercontinental Johannesburg, with ETIC Gold 
Certification for its sustainability efforts; welcome reception 
and orientation; dinner independently   R 

Dec 7 
Thu 

Tulear, 
Madagascar 

Hebridean Sky 

AM charter flight to Madagascar (cost is included); lunch of 
regional specialties on arrival in Tulear; PM guided visit to 
Antsokay Arboretum, protecting 900 species of endemic 
species; embarkation & Captain’s welcome evening   BLRD 

Dec 8 
Fri 

Tulear Hebridean Sky 

AM exploration of Tahiry Honko, a community-based 
mangrove reserve, including meeting with local 
conservationists; walk in Reniala Reserve, run by a local 
NGO, to protect the oldest Baobab trees in Madagascar and 
the only known natural habitat for radiated tortoises; PM 
cruising; lecture before dinner   BLD 

Dec 9 
Sat 

Morondava Hebridean Sky 

Zodiac to shore with choice of full day excursions: 1) Avenue 
of Baobabs walkabout with free time in Morondava 
market or 2) Kirindy Private Reserve to look for primates 
& and the shy Fossa (related to the mongoose), the top 
predator of Madagascar, quite easily BLD 

Dec 10 
Sun 

At Sea Hebridean Sky 
Full day at sea to enjoy the amenities of the ship and lectures 
BLD 

Dec 11 
Mon 

Mahajanga Hebridean Sky 

AM Ankarafantsina National Park, home to half of 
Madagascar’s flora and fauna, for guided wildlife walks of 
varying lengths or a boat ride on the lake; PM Durrell 
Breeding Program established to protect the endangered 
ploughshare tortoise through community engagement   BLD 

Dec 12 
Tue 

Nosy Tanikely Hebridean Sky 
AM cruising with time for lecture; PM snorkel at Nosy 
Tanikely marine reserve BLD 

Dec 13 
Wed 

Nosy Hara 
National Park 

Hebridean Sky 

AM Zodiac ashore to Nosy Hara National Park with 
options for guided walks: 1) shorter Brookesia Micra 
Circuit in search of animals such as chameleons or 2) longer 
Tsingy Mitsiry Circuit to see unique Tsingy formations 
(sharply eroded limestone spikes); PM free time to enjoy 
Nosy Hara’s beaches independently BLD 

Dec 14 
Thu 

Diego Suarez Hebridean Sky 

AM dock at Diego Suarez’s stunning natural harbor; Guided 
tour of town; 4x4 vehicles to Mount Amber Natl Park for 
rainforest walks & panoramic views of Bay of Diego; PM 
cruising with time for a lecture   BLD 



Dec 15 
Fri 

Nosy Mangabe Hebridean Sky 

AM cruising with time for a lecture; PM exploration of 
Nosy Mangabe, an island reserve of virgin rainforest; 
Zodiac ashore for nature walks of varying lengths in 
search of black and white ruffed lemurs, paradise 
flycatchers, among other wildlife  BLD 

Dec 16 
Sat 

Masoala  
National Park 

Hebridean Sky 

Full day exploration of Masoala Natl Park’s coastal 
rainforest, flooded forests, marsh & mangroves; Choice of 
guided walks in search of native flora and fauna; 
Ambodiforaha village to meet with locals and shop in 
the market   BLD 

Dec 17 
Sun 

At Sea Hebridean Sky Full day at sea; Lecture series continues   BLD 

Dec 18 
Mon 

Port Est, 
Reunion Island 

Hebridean Sky 

Full day visit to Reunion Island with choice of: 1) Central 
Highlands and Piton de la Fournaise Crater or 2) Vanilla 
plantation in St. Andre and free time in port town of St. 
Denis; both options enjoy a Creole lunch; Captain’s 
farewell evening   BLRD 

Dec 19 
Tue 

Port Louis, 
Mauritius 

In flight 

Disembark ship and explore Port Louis, continue to Bois 
Cheri Tea plantation and Chamarel Waterfalls and 
Seven Colored Earth sand dunes; transfer to airport for 
flights home   BL 

Dec 20 
Wed 

Return to U.S. Arrive back in the U.S. 
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GENERAL INFORMATION 

Approx Tour Pricing: 
Category A, Standard Cabin (forward), per person, sharing ................................... $12,990 
Category B, Standard Cabin, per person, sharing ................................................... $13,990 
Category C, Superior Cabin, per person, sharing .................................................... $15,490 
Category D, Premium Cabin, per person, sharing ................................................... $16,990 
Category E, Corner Suite, per person, sharing ........................................................ $17,990 
Category F, Deluxe Balcony Suite, per person, sharing ........................................... $18,990 
Category G, Owner’s Corner Balcony Suite, per person, sharing ............................ $22,990 
Category H, Hebridean Suite, per person, sharing (one cabin, FCFS) .................... $24,990 

Category A, Standard Cabin, single ......................................................................... $20,790 
Category B, Standard Cabin, single ......................................................................... $22,390 
Category C, Superior Cabin, single .......................................................................... $24,790 

Fees and services are based on exchange rates of October, 2021 and are subject to change. 

Program Length, Capacity: 
16 days roundtrip from the U.S. 
Minimum capacity: 65 passengers; Maximum capacity:  92 passengers (all sponsors). 

Fees Include: One hotel night in Johannesburg and twelve nights aboard Hebridean Sky • 
Charter flight from Johannesburg, South Africa to Tulear, Madagascar • Full 
program of briefings, lectures and presentations • Transfers for all participants on group 
arrival and departure dates • Baggage handling • Gratuities to porters, wait staff, guides and 
drivers • Gratuities to shipboard personnel • Entrance fees • Welcome and farewell wine 
receptions • House wine, beer, and soft drinks with lunches and dinners aboard the ship • 
Bottled water throughout • Criterion Tour Manager  • Team of expert naturalists and zodiac 
drivers 

Fees Do Not Include: 
U.S. domestic and international airfare • Passport/visa expenses • Medical expenses and 
immunizations • Travel insurance • Optional excursions or deviations from the scheduled tour 
• Airline baggage charges • Meals not specified in the itinerary; dishes and beverages not part
of the included meals; liquor or soft drinks except as noted • Laundry or dry cleaning •
Telephone, fax, Internet and email charges • Room service • Other items of a personal nature.


