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  Proposed Program Information 

Alluring Aegean 
An Ancient Adventure from Athens to Istanbul 

Aboard Sea Cloud II 
June 28 – July 6, 2022 

 Santorini, Greece (left) and Istanbul, Turkey (right) 

Setting sail from Athens, the cradle of Western Civilization, embark on a voyage aboard Sea Cloud II through the turquoise 

waters of the Aegean to legendary sites of antiquity in Greece and Turkey. Step ashore to discover unspoiled islands, 

timeless villages, ancient sites, early Christian landmarks, Byzantine monasteries, and fascinating museums displaying 

excavated treasures.  

Behold archaeological wonders including the Bronze Age site at Thira in beautiful Santorini. Sail to the Cycladic island of 

Amorgos, and see an impressive Byzantine monastery perched on a seaside cliff. Explore sacred Patmos, one of the 

famous Dodecanese islands, where St. John the Evangelist lived in exile. Head to Turkey for a visit to Ephesus, whose 

ancient city center showcases a wealth of Hellenistic, Roman Imperial, and early Christian monuments. On the island of 

Chios, tour the gorgeous 11th-century Monastery of Nea Moni, a UNESCO World Heritage Site. Before concluding in 

Istanbul, venture to fabled Troy, immortalized by Homer. For additional splendors of antiquity, an optional Athens prelude 

and an optional Istanbul postlude are offered. 

HIGHLIGHTS 

• Visit an abundance of UNESCO World Heritage Sites including the Cave of the Apocalypse, where St. John the

Evangelist envisioned the events of the Book of Revelation, and its nearby 11th-century monastery, housing icons,

manuscripts, and fine embroideries, on the Greek island of Patmos

• Wander through Amorgos, home to one of the most picturesque villages in the Cyclades, and discover the Chora’s

cobbled streets and whitewashed houses overlooked by a castle

• Take in the breathtaking scale of Santorini’s unique island setting, featuring white houses nestled in the rugged slopes of

a volcanic caldera, and join a special tour of excavated Bronze Age wonders in the Museum of Prehistoric Thira

• Explore the UNESCO-designated Monastery of Nea Moni, an 11th-century marvel of Byzantine architecture, and behold

its splendid marble works, frescoes, and dazzling mosaics on a gold background

• Enjoy a private visit featuring local delicacies at a 16th-century Chios palazzo on the Argentikon Estate, a spectacular

work of medieval Genoese architecture

• Discover extraordinary history in the ancient Greek trade center of Ephesus, whose grand monuments include the Library

of Celsus, Hadrian's Temple, and luxurious Roman Imperial-era residential villas known as "terrace houses"

• Journey to the vast UNESCO-listed remains of ancient Troy, whose siege was dramatized in Homer's The Iliad, and take an

expert-led tour of the nearby Çanakkale Archaeological Museum, housing impressive archaeological finds from the site
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Map of the region (left) and Monastery of Khozoviotissa, Amorgos, Greece, photo by Amphithoe (right) 

ITINERARY 

An optional prelude in Athens is offered 

June 26-29, 2022. 

Tuesday, June 28   DEPARTURE 

Depart by air for Athens on an overnight flight, group 

flight pending. 

Wednesday, June 29   ATHENS, GREECE / PIRAEUS / 

EMBARK SEA CLOUD II 

Arrive in Athens, and transfer to Piraeus, where you will 

embark the awaiting Sea Cloud II. In the late afternoon, 

stand on deck as the ship sails past the 5th-century B.C. 

Temple of Poseidon, a dazzling icon of the Golden Age of 

Athens, poised atop Cape Sounion.          D 

Thursday, June 30   MORNING AT SEA / SANTORINI  

After a morning at sea, arrive at the Cycladic island of 

Santorini (officially known as Thira), taking in the stunning 

vistas as Sea Cloud II approaches the port during lunch on 

board. This afternoon, visit the Bronze Age archaeological 

site of Akrotiri, and explore the Museum of Prehistoric 

Thira, which houses treasures excavated from the site. 

Continue to the enchanting village of Oia, and spend some 

free time admiring its traditional white houses carved into 

the clifftops. Return to the ship this evening for the captain’s 

welcome reception and dinner.                                 B,L,R,D 

Friday, July 1   AMORGOS 
Step ashore on Amorgos, a small island of whitewashed 

villages set in a rugged landscape. Visit the impressive 

Byzantine Monastery of Khozoviotissa, built in the 11th 

century, and marvel at how this stark white structure clings 

to precipitous cliffs facing out to sea. For more than 1,000 

years, the monastery has been a place of pilgrimage for 

worshippers, who come to venerate its miraculous icon of 

the Virgin Mary. Return to the ship for lunch and set sail  

for Patmos.                  B,L,D 

Saturday, July 2   PATMOS 

Explore the sacred island of Patmos, site of St. John the 

Evangelist’s exile. Visit the UNESCO-listed Cave of the 

Apocalypse, where St. John reportedly dictated the visions 

documented in Book of Revelation to his loyal disciple, and 

the 11th-century Monastery of St. John, with its enormous 

towers, domed roofs, belfries, and battlements. Inside, 

behold the artistry of the monastery’s icons, manuscripts, 

and fine embroideries.    B,L,D  

Sunday, July 3   KUSADASI, TURKEY / EPHESUS 

From the port town of Kusadasi, venture to the well-

preserved ruins of Ephesus, one of the most significant 

cities of Ancient Greece as well as early Christianity. 

Renowned as the center of worship of the great mother- 
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goddess Cybele, it was also the site where St. Paul 

addressed the Ephesians. Excavations continue and 

archaeologists are currently restoring the terrace houses, 

luxurious residential villas that offer a glimpse of the daily 

lives of ancient Ephesians. See the dramatic façade of the 

Library of Celsus, the temple of Hadrian, and the immense 

ancient theater. Enjoy lunch on board Sea Cloud II, with 

the afternoon at leisure to enjoy the lively port town of 

Kusadasi, or opt for an afternoon excursion to the 

archaeological site of Priene, including the Temple of 

Aphrodite and the well-preserved stadium.                B,L,D 

Monday, July 4   CHIOS, GREECE 

Upon midday arrival into Chios, visit the Monastery of  

Nea Moni, one of the most important ecclesiastical 

buildings in Greece. UNESCO recognized this site as an 

exceptional example of Byzantine architecture, with its 

simple octagonal space, elegant works of marble, and 

superb Byzantine mosaics on a gold backdrop. Continue 

with a tour of the island, and conclude with refreshments 

during a private visit to a 16th-century palazzo at the 

Argentikon Estate, a wonderful example of medieval 

Genoese architecture.  B,L,D 

Tuesday, July 5   KEPEZ, TURKEY / TROY 
From the port of Kepez, drive to fabled Troy, where 

excavations began in 1872 and continue to this day.  

Later transfer to the Çanakkale Archaeological Museum, 

which contains artifacts from the excavations at Troy. 

Spend the afternoon sailing to Istanbul through the narrow 

Dardanelles while attending the captain’s farewell reception 

and dinner.                                    B,L,R,D 

Wednesday, July 6  ISTANBUL / DISEMBARK / RETURN 

Disembark Sea Cloud II this morning in Istanbul and 

transfer to the airport for flights home.            B 

An optional postlude in Istanbul is offered 

July 6-8, 2022. 

Please note: This proposed itinerary is the property 
 of Arrangements Abroad and may not be duplicated or distributed 
without written permission. All prices are estimated based on 
preliminary quotes provided by hotel and service providers, 
prevailing fuel prices, airfares and currency exchange rates in 
effect as of the date of this proposal and are subject to change. 
Reservations are subject to the Terms & Conditions of 
Arrangements Abroad 

Photos clockwise from top left: Sea Cloud II; Junior Suite; Lido Deck; Chios, Greece; Ephesus, Turkey, photo by Galla Placidia. 
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Sea Cloud II 

Sea Cloud II is a three-masted sailing yacht steeped in the elegance of yesteryear and complemented with the most modern 
amenities. Sister ship of the legendary Sea Cloud, Sea Cloud II has 47 outside cabins and travels under 23 billowing sails 
trimmed by hand. From the mahogany-paneled library and gracious lounge to the fitness area and watersports platform, no detail 
has been overlooked. Praised by the world’s most discerning travelers, Sea Cloud II receives consistent high rankings from 
Condé Nast Traveler. Passengers enjoy open seating at all meals and complimentary use of all water sports equipment. A doctor 
is on call 24 hours a day. Please note: there is no elevator on Sea Cloud II. 

 Double   Single 

Cabins Decks  Rate  Rate 

Cabins 204 to 206 Cabin Deck            $8,999            $10,999 

   Upper/lower twin berths, shower. 

Superior Cabins 207 to 210 Cabin Deck            $10,999            $16,499 

   Twin beds, shower. 

Deluxe Cabins 211 to 217 & 224 to 231 Cabin Deck            $11,999            $17,999 

   Twin beds, shower. 

Deluxe Cabins 218 to 223 Cabin Deck            $13,999            Inquire 

   Twin beds, shower. 

Deluxe Cabins 301 & 302 Promenade Deck  $14,999            Inquire 

   Twin beds, shower. 

Junior Suites 303 to 319 Promenade Deck  $17,999            Inquire 

   Twin beds, bathtub with shower. 

Owner’s Suites 401 & 402 Lido Deck            $19,999            Inquire 

   Queen-size bed, bathtub, and separate shower. 

Rates Include 

Seven nights cabin accommodations aboard Sea Cloud II as per itinerary; meals as per the itinerary (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch, 
R=Reception, D=Dinner); bottled water, soft drinks, juices, and coffee/tea with all meals; house wine at welcome and farewell 
dinners; complimentary open bar during the cruise; airport/pier/airport group transfers for all participants on suggested flights; 
escorted sightseeing, transportation, and entrance fees for all included visits; enrichment program of lectures and talks; 
gratuities to local guides and drivers; customary shipboard gratuities; taxes, service, and porterage charges.  

Not Included in Rates 

International airfare; passport/visa fees; meals not specified; alcoholic beverages other than noted in inclusions; personal items 
and expenses; airport transfers other than for those on suggested flights; excess baggage; trip insurance; optional Athens 
prelude; optional Istanbul postlude; any other items not specifically mentioned as included.   
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