
  

 

 
 

VOYAGE ON THE BLACK SEA 
Turkey, Georgia, Russia, Ukraine and Bulgaria 

With 10 nights aboard the Island Sky 
 

September 22–October 3, 2022 
(12 days) 

 
 

Between Europe and Asia Minor lies the Black Sea, along whose shores the fortunes of ancient 
empires waxed and waned. Aboard the 114-berth Island Sky, explore the shores of this legendary 
body of water, beginning and ending in Istanbul. Call on historic cities in Turkey, Georgia, Russia, 
Ukraine, and Bulgaria: Amasya, replete with classical half-timbered Ottoman mansions and Seljuk 
and Ottoman monuments; Trabzon, outpost of the 4th-century Sumela Monastery; Batumi, home to 
a renowned botanical garden; Sochi, host of the 2014 Winter Olympics and site of a dacha formerly 
owned by Stalin;  Tbilisi, featuring notable houses of worship, an impressive fortress and the 
historic, blue-tiled Orbeliani Baths; Odessa, whose Potemkin Steps were made famous in the 1925 
silent movie Battleship Potemkin; and Varna, where magnificent Scythian gold treasures can be 
viewed in the Archaeological Museum. Enjoy energetic and colorful dance and music performances 
and sample a variety of delicious local cuisines. 
 

 
HIGHLIGHTS  

 
• Fly to Tbilisi on a private charter flight to discover the Georgian capital’s 

Orthodox churches, the bold Narikala fortress and the city’s historic bath houses 

 
• Explore the historic town of Amasya where Pontic tombs honeycomb the 

mountains and fine classical Ottoman buildings line the riverbanks 
 

• Climb the spectacular heights of the Greek Orthodox Monastery of the Virgin 
Mary (Sumela Monastery) outside Trabzon  
 

• Hear the music of the a cappella singers of Odessa’s Uspensky Cathedral and 
enjoy private concerts in Odessa and Varna 
 

• Thrill to a performance of incomparable Georgian folk dancers and dine on local 
specialties in Batumi 

 
 
 



 
VOYAGE ON THE BLACK SEA 

Turkey, Georgia, Russia, Ukraine and Bulgaria 
With 10 nights aboard the Island Sky 

 
ITINERARY OUTLINE  

 

DAY OVERNIGHT HOTEL ACTIVITIES 

Sep 22 
Thu 

Depart U.S. In flight Overnight flight to Istanbul, Turkey. 

Sep 23 
Fri 

Istanbul 
 

Island Sky 
Arrive Istanbul; Island Sky is available to embark after 4:00 
pm; on board welcome Orientation & Reception while cruising 
the Bosphorus Strait. RD 

Sep 24 
Sat 

At Sea Island Sky 
Relax aboard ship while cruising alongside Turkey’s coastline; 
the educational program continues   BLD 

Sep 25 
Sun 

Samsun Island Sky 

From port of Samsun, travel to historic Amasya, a treasury of 
rock-hewn tombs, classical wooden mansions and Seljuk & 
Ottoman monuments; guided tour plus free time in Amasya   
BLD 

Sep 26 
Mon 

Trabzon / 
Turkey 

Island Sky 
Morning call at Trabzon, climb to spectacularly situated Greek 
Orthodox monastery of the Virgin Mary (Sumela Monastery) in 
the Pontic Mountains; afternoon free time in Trabzon   BLD 

Sep 27 
Tue 

Batumi / 
Georgia 

Island Sky 
Morning tour of world class botanical gardens of Batumi, 
followed by free time in town; in the evening, dine off the ship 
while a top Georgian folk dance ensemble performs   BLD 

Sep 28 
Wed 

Tbilisi Island Sky 

Early morning charter flight from Batumi to Tbilisi; explore 
the capital city’s churches and Orthodox cathedral, the 
Narikala Fortress and historic bath house district; return 
charter flight to Batumi for dinner on board   BLD 

Sep 29 
Thu 

Sochi / Russia Island Sky 
City orientation tour; Russian Riviera for Stalin’s Dacha and  
Matsesta Bathhouse   BLD 

Sep 30 
Fri 

At Sea Island Sky 
Continue the onboard lecture series; learn about the vessel on 
a tour of the bridge   BLD 

Oct 1 
Sat 

Odessa / 
Ukraine 

Island Sky 

Morning call at Odessa for an overview tour including the 
holocaust memorial and the Potemkin Steps; also hear the 
strains of an ethereal choir in the Eastern Orthodox Uspensky 
Cathedral; afternoon cruising   BLD 

Oct 2 
Sun 

Varna / 
Bulgaria 

Island Sky 

Late morning arrival in Varna; see the Archaeological 
Museum’s fabulous collection of Scythian gold and the domed 
Cathedral of the Assumption, followed by an a cappella choir 
performance   BLD 

Oct 3 
Mon 

Return to U.S.  Disembarkation; board return flights to the U.S.  B 



  

 

 

VOYAGE ON THE BLACK SEA 
Turkey, Georgia, Russia, Ukraine and Bulgaria 

With 10 nights aboard the Island Sky 
 

PRICING INFORMATION 
 

Standard Suite, per person, sharing .................................................................................. $11,995 
Superior Suite, per person, sharing ................................................................................... $13,495 
Premium Suite with deck access, per person, sharing ...................................................... $14,995 
Corner Suite with deck access, per person, sharing .......................................................... $15,495 
Deluxe Balcony Suite, per person, sharing ........................................................................ $15,995 
Owner’s Balcony Suite, per person, sharing ...................................................................... $16,995 
Island Suite, per person, sharing ....................................................................................... $17,995 
 
Standard Suite, single ....................................................................................................... $18,295 
Superior Suite, single ........................................................................................................ $20,595 

  

 
Fees Include: All accommodations, meals, and excursions as specified in the itinerary • 
Charter flights between Batumi and Tbilisi • Full program of briefings, lectures and 
presentations • Transfers for all participants on group arrival and departure dates • Baggage 
handling • Gratuities to porters, waitstaff, guides and drivers • Gratuities to shipboard 
personnel • Port charges • Entrance fees • Welcome and farewell wine receptions • House 
wine, beer, and soft drinks with all group lunches and dinners • Bottled water on 
motorcoaches • Criterion Tour Manager   
 
Fees Do Not Include: U.S. domestic and international airfare • Passport/visa expenses • 
Medical expenses and immunizations • Private airport transfers • Travel insurance • Optional 
excursions or deviations from the scheduled tour • Excess baggage charges • Meals not 
specified in the itinerary; dishes and beverages not part of the included meals; liquor or soft 
drinks except as noted • Laundry or dry cleaning • Telephone, fax, Internet and email charges 
• Room service • Other items of a personal nature. 
 

Call 202-588-6300 or 888-484-8785  
email – info@nationatrusttours.com 

 

Check out our website for more information 
and to see a full list of all of our tours. 

 
Nationaltrusttours.com 

mailto:info@nationatrusttours.com
https://nationaltrusttours.com/tour/exploring-alaskas-coastal-wilderness/

