
Mexico City 
Featuring Zona Maco & Art Week Mexico City

with Dominic A. Willsdon, Executive Director, Institute for Contemporary Art at VCU

February 6 – 12, 2024



TRIP HIGHLIGHTS  
GAIN  VIP access to Zona Maco, Latin America’s largest and 
most prestigious art fair, with an exclusive, behind-the-scenes look 
at the latest in contemporary art

ENJOY a private, after-hours experience at the Museo 
Nacional de Antropología, where you’ll see one of t he world’s 
largest collections of ancient Mesoamerican art, in cluding pieces 
from the Maya, Aztecs, and Olmecs

TOUR the home of the legendary Frida Kahlo, Casa Azul, before 
opening hours for an intimate inside look at how one of Mexico’s 
most important artists lived and worked

MEET artists in their studios for behind-the-scenes looks at their 
creative processes, inspirations, and techniques  

DELIGHT in exclusive tours in the company of directors or 
curators at the Museo Universitario Arte Contemporáneo (MUAC) 
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contemporary art museums
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galleries, an opportunity to witness the city's lat est trends and meet 
emerging artists

DINE  in some of Mexico City’s most celebrated and exclu sive 
restaurants for an immersion in this world-renowned  culinary hub
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Dear National Trust Traveler,

Every February, Mexico City becomes the global cent er of contemporary art during Art Week Mexico City.  In 
February 2024, join us for an exclusive experience amid this artistic celebration, with VIP access to Zona Maco, Latin 
America’s most prestigious and internationally accl aimed art fair. In addition to these events, discov er Mexico City’s 
artistic and cultural heritage through private look s at many of its most cherished ancient and modern treasures.

The Aztec capital of Tenochtitlan, ever present in modern-day Mexico City, reveals archaeological reve lations to 
this day. Explore how the Aztecs and other Indigeno us cultures continue to shape the city’s vibrant la ndscape. Additionally, 
gain insight into how iconic artists like Frida Kah lo and Diego Rivera drew inspiration from this cult urally rich milieu. 

Begin with an exclusive after-hours tour of the unf orgettable Museo Nacional de Antropología, which 
highlights Mexico’s ancient Indigenous cultures and  their treasures. Step into the intimate world of F rida Kahlo 
with a private visit to her legendary residence and  studio, Casa Azul. See how Kahlo’s legacy lives on through 
�O�G�G�V�K�P�I���N�Q�E�C�N���C�T�V�K�U�V�U���K�P���V�J�G�K�T���R�G�T�U�Q�P�C�N���U�V�W�F�K�Q�U�����Y�K�V�P�G�U�U�K�P�I���V�J�G�K�T���E�T�G�C�V�K�X�G���R�T�Q�E�G�U�U�G�U���‚�T�U�V�J�C�P�F�����C�P�F���I�C�K�P���G�Z�E�N�W�U�K�X�G��
entry to Mexico City’s esteemed contemporary art mu seums and groundbreaking galleries.  

Take a guided look at Mexico’s Art Deco-style “Cathedral of Art,” the Palacio de Bellas Artes, to behold daz -
zling works by “Los Tres Grandes”—José Clemente Orozco, Diego Rivera, and David Alfaro Siqueiros—who revived 
Mexico’s ancient Indigenous artform of muralism in the 1920s and ‘30s. To complement this unforgettable journey, 
savor the city’s renowned culinary offerings at some of its most exclusive dining establishments. 

As this journey is sponsored by the Institute for Contemporary Art at Virginia Commonwealth University 
(VCU) in Richmond, you will travel with the expert guidance of Dominic A. Willsdon , the ICA’s esteemed Executive 
Director and Associate Professor of Art Education at VCU. 

This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to 
immerse ourselves in Mexico City’s intriguing culture, 
with exclusive access to the acclaimed Zona Maco. I 
hope you will join us on this remarkable special-ac cess 
journey of inspiration and discovery.

Sincerely,

Meg Annacone-Poretz
Director, National Trust Tours

TRAVELING WITH YOU

Dominic A. Willsdon  is the ICA 
Executive Director and Associate 
Professor of Art Education at 
Virginia Commonwealth University. 
His work has centered on social 
�R�T�C�E�V�K�E�G�����V�J�G���C�H�‚�P�K�V�K�G�U���D�G�V�Y�G�G�P��
education and architecture, and 

curating education. He was formerly Leanne and 
George Roberts Curator of Education and Public 
Practice at the San Francisco Museum of Modern Art,  a 
Pedagogical Co-Curator of the 9th Mercosul Biennial  in 
Porto Alegre (2013), a Co-Curator of the 9th Liverp ool 
Biennial (2016), and Curator of Public Events at Tate 
Modern (2000-2005). Recent curatorial projects incl ude 
Public Intimacy: Art and Other Ordinary Acts in Sou th 
Africa (2014), Public Knowledge  (2016-19), Suzanne
Lacy: We Are Here (2019), and Fernanda Laguna:
As Everyone (2020). Recent publications include the 
co-edited Public Servants: Art and the Crisis of the
Common Good  (MIT, 2016) and Visual Activism (Sage, 
2016). He is a member of the editorial board of the  
Journal of Visual Culture.

The National Trust for Historic Preservation is a pr ivate,  
�P�Q�P�R�T�Q�‚�V���O�G�O�D�G�T�U�J�K�R���Q�T�I�C�P�K�\�C�V�K�Q�P���F�G�F�K�E�C�V�G�F���V�Q���U�C�X�K�P�I��
historic places and revitalizing America’s communiti es.  
For more  information, visit the Trust’s website at  
www.savingplaces.org or phone (800) 944-6847 or  
(202) 588-6000.



MEXICO

Mexico City

Gulf  of  
Mexico

Paci f ic
Ocean

Mexico City 
Featuring Zona Maco & Art Week Mexico City

February 6 – 12, 2024

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 6: DEPARTURE / ARRIVAL IN 
MEXICO CITY, MEXICO
Depart by air for Mexico City, arriving in the mid-afternoon. 
�)�W�G�U�V�U���Q�R�V�K�P�I���H�Q�T���V�J�G���U�W�I�I�G�U�V�G�F���ƒ�K�I�J�V�U���Y�K�N�N���D�G���O�G�V���C�V���V�J�G��
airport and take the group transport to the hotel. This evening, 
delight in a special after-hours visit to one of the world’s great 
museums, the Museo Nacional de Antropología. Admire its 
�O�C�U�V�G�T�R�K�G�E�G�U���Q�H���2�T�G���%�Q�N�W�O�D�K�C�P���C�T�V�����K�P�E�N�W�F�K�P�I���F�C�\�\�N�K�P�I���‚�P�F�U��
from the tomb of Pakal, a Maya lord who reigned at the site 
of Palenque in the seventh century A.D. and the great Aztec 
Calendar Stone—now one of Mexico’s national symbols. Then 
enjoy a welcome dinner back at the hotel.                           D
  
WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 7: MEXICO CITY         
After breakfast, delve into the world of contemporary art at 
the Museo Jumex. This museum, designed by the illustrious 
�&�C�X�K�F���%�J�K�R�R�G�T�‚�G�N�F���C�P�F���W�P�X�G�K�N�G�F���K�P���������������D�Q�C�U�V�U���Q�P�G���Q�H���V�J�G��
largest private collections of contemporary art in all of Latin 
America. You’ll be treated to works by renowned artists 
such as Damien Hirst, Gabriel Orozco, Nancy Rubin, Tacita 
Dean, Cy Twombly, and Olafur Eliasson. Our exploration of 
contemporary art continues with Zona Maco, the largest art 
fair in Latin America, where we’ve secured VIP access, giving 
you the chance to experience the show before it opens to the 
public. Spend the rest of the day here reveling in the vibrant 
energy of Mexico City’s thriving art scene. Lunch will be on 
your own, giving you the freedom to explore the city’s many 
culinary delights. Our group will reconvene for dinner at an 
exciting restaurant in the trendy Roma neighborhood.       B, D

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 8: MEXICO CITY       
�'�O�D�C�T�M���Q�P���C���F�G�N�K�I�J�V�H�W�N���O�Q�T�P�K�P�I���V�Q�W�T���Q�H���V�J�G���/�W�U�G�Q���4�W�‚�P�Q��
Tamayo in the company of a director or curator. Thi s 
�O�W�U�G�W�O�����H�Q�W�P�F�G�F���D�[���V�J�G���G�U�V�G�G�O�G�F���/�G�Z�K�E�C�P���C�T�V�K�U�V���4�W�‚�P�Q��
Tamayo in 1981, showcases a stunning collection of modern 
art from both the artist himself as well as pieces by such 
luminaries as Pablo Picasso, Joan Miró, and René Magritte.

After the tour, gather for a delectable lunch of Oa xacan 
cuisine at an acclaimed eatery. In the afternoon, t ake a 
stroll through the stylish Polanco neighborhood and   
wander through its various art galleries, fashion s tudios,  
and designer ateliers. Dinner is at leisure to choo se from 
the city’s countless dining options.                                B,L

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 9: MEXICO CITY         
Start your day with a tour of the dazzling Casa Gil ardi, a 
private residence and a feast for the senses. The inventive 
�W�U�G���Q�H���U�C�V�W�T�C�V�G�F���E�Q�N�Q�T�U�����H�Q�E�W�U�G�F���N�K�I�J�V�����C�P�F���T�G�ƒ�G�E�V�K�X�G���Y�C�V�G�T��
create an awe-inspiring, otherworldly atmosphere. N otably, 
this was the very place where the famed American ar tist James 
Turrell lived and was inspired by the exceptional use of light. 

Next, head to the LABOR Gallery, where thought-prov oking 
exhibits delve into themes of work and the working- class 
experience. For lunch, venture to a unique site, La go/
Algo, which brings together contemporary art, archi tecture, 
and gastronomy. This exciting new project, opened i n 
2022 and managed by the renowned OMR art gallery, i s 
housed in a pre-existing modernist building from 19 64 and 
overlooks the beautiful Lake Chapultepec. After lun ch, you 
have the freedom to choose how you’d like to spend your 
afternoon. Perhaps you’ll return to Zona Maco for a  closer 
look at the exhibits, or visit one of the city’s ot her art fairs, 

Zona Maco



like the trailblazing Salon Acme showcasing emergin g 
artists without gallery representation or the innov ative, 
experimental Material Art Fair featuring contempora ry 
artists. Later in the evening, gather for dinner at  a beloved 
Mexico City favorite.   B,L,D

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 10: MEXICO CITY
This morning, transfer to the charming colonial neighborhoods 
of Coyoacan and San Angel for a private pre-opening tour 
of the Museo Frida Kahlo, affectionately known as the Casa 
Azul (Blue House). This house served as the birthplace, 
childhood home, and eventual residence of the artist as her 
�E�C�T�G�G�T���ƒ�Q�W�T�K�U�J�G�F�����0�G�C�T�D�[���K�U���V�J�G���/�W�U�G�Q���%�C�U�C���'�U�V�W�F�K�Q���&�K�G�I�Q��
Rivera & Frida Kahlo, designed by the renowned architect 
Juan O’Gorman. Go behind the scenes of its intimate spaces 
where the artists painted, entertained, and lived. Then visit 
�V�J�G���U�V�W�F�K�Q���Q�H���)�C�D�T�K�G�N���1�T�Q�\�E�Q�����Q�P�G���Q�H���V�J�G���O�Q�U�V���U�K�I�P�K�‚�E�C�P�V���C�P�F��
fascinating contemporary artists of his generation and a master 
of drawing, photography, sculpture, and installation art. You 
may even get a chance to meet the artist. Lunch will be at a 
local favorite, Taqueria El Califa. 

Afterwards, explore the Museo de Arte Carrillo Gil, which 
boasts an impressive collection of paintings, colla ges, 
photography, sculpture, and video works by renowned  
Mexican artists such as Jose Clemente Orozco, Diego 
Rivera, Laura Anderson Barbata, Taka Fernández, and David 
Alfaro Siqueriros. From there, you’ll head to the M useo 
Universitario Arte Contemporáneo (MUAC), where a di rector/
curator will lead you on a tour of this cultural la ndmark 
designed by Teodoro González de León. It holds the most 
extensive public collection of contemporary Mexican  art, 
including paintings, photography, and sculptures.

If time permits, stop by the Universidad Nacional A utónoma 
de México Library (UNAM), a UNESCO World Heritage 
Site. This university complex is a testament to how  Mexican 
traditions inspired 20th-century modernism and is h ome to 
a collection of public murals. View the façade of t he Central 
Library, which is decorated with mosaics by Juan O’ Gorman 
and David Alfaro Siqueiros’s mural, The People to the
University, the University to the People  on the rectory. 
Dinner is at leisure tonight.                                               B,L 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 11: MEXICO CITY  
Venture to the Museo del Palacio de Bellas Artes to  feast 
your eyes on the colossal murals by revered Mexican artists 
such as Diego Rivera and David Alfaro Siqueiros. Among 
the museum’s many marvels is its breathtaking theat er, 
adorned with an exquisite and unique Tiffany Studio s crystal 
curtain. If the schedule allows, remain here at thi s historic 
theater to savor a traditional folkloric performanc e. 

Walk to the Plaza del Templo Mayor, a bustling hub at the core  
of Mexico City and an active archaeological site th at once 
housed the ancient Great Temple of the Aztecs. Our stroll 
will take us past the Palacio Nacional to behold Diego 
Rivera’s poignant murals depicting Mexico’s struggles and 
triumphs. From there, meander through the Aztec ruins of 
Templo Mayor and past the Cathedral, which is crafted from 
the stones of the demolished Aztec temples. Lunch and the 
afternoon are at leisure, perhaps for shopping in one of 
Mexico City’s liveliest neighborhoods. Gather later to  
enjoy a festive farewell dinner.                             B,D

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 12:  MEXICO CITY / RETURN                          
After breakfast, depart for the Mexico City airport  and your 
�ƒ�K�I�J�V�U���J�Q�O�G����                                                                     B

This itinerary is subject to change at the discretion of The 
National Trust for Historic Preservation and Arrangements 
Abroad. For complete details, please carefully read the terms and 
conditions at www.arrangementsabroad.com/terms.

© 2023 Arrangements Abroad Inc. All Rights Reserved.
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To secure your cabin, please call National Trust Tours 

at 888-484-8785 . A deposit of $1,000 per person

(of which $500 is non-refundable for administrative  

fees) is required.

RESERVATION INFORMATION

MUAC

Ocean Albatros  Dining Room

JW MARRIOTT HOTEL MEXICO CITY POLANCO 
Seamlessly merging contemporary elegance with funct ionality, 
�V�J�K�U���T�G�‚�P�G�F���J�Q�V�G�N���Q�H�H�G�T�U���G�N�G�I�C�P�V���T�Q�Q�O�U���C�P�F���U�W�K�V�G�U���Y�K�V�J��
sophisticated marble-clad bathrooms. Delight in aut hentic 
Mexican cuisine at Xanat Bistro & Terraza, or take a refreshing 
dip in our outdoor pool after a day of activities i n the city. Stay 
active in its health club equipped with cardio mach ines and 
free weights. A nearby helipad is available, with c omplimentary 
transportation to and from the helipad provided for  all guests.

JW Marriott Hotel Mexico City Polanco

ACCOMMODATIONS

PROGRAM RATES
$7,099 per person, double rate 

$8,099 single rate

RATES INCLUDE
�„ Six nights hotel accommodations as per itinerary

�„ Meals as indicated in the itinerary (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch,
D=Dinner). Bottled water, soft drinks, juices, and coffee/tea
wine/beer with all lunches and dinners

�„ Escorted sightseeing, transportation, and entrance fees
for all included visits

�„ Enrichment program of lectures and talks

�„ Airport/hotel/airport transfers for all travelers

�„ Taxes, service, and porterage charges; gratuities t o local
guides and drivers

NOT INCLUDED IN RATES  �+�P�V�G�T�P�C�V�K�Q�P�C�N���C�K�T�H�C�T�G�����O�G�C�N�U���P�Q�V���U�R�G�E�K�‚�G�F����
alcoholic beverages other than what is noted in inc lusions; personal items 
�C�P�F���G�Z�R�G�P�U�G�U�����C�K�T�R�Q�T�V���V�T�C�P�U�H�G�T�U���Q�V�J�G�T���V�J�C�P���H�Q�T���V�J�Q�U�G���Q�P���U�W�I�I�G�U�V�G�F���ƒ�K�I�J�V�U����
�G�Z�E�G�U�U���D�C�I�I�C�I�G�����V�T�K�R���K�P�U�W�T�C�P�E�G�����C�P�[���Q�V�J�G�T���K�V�G�O�U���P�Q�V���U�R�G�E�K�‚�E�C�N�N�[���O�G�P�V�K�Q�P�G�F��
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