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Holland & Belgium 
Amsterdam to Bruges Aboard Magnifique III

Begin a journey through the Low Countries as few will ever know them. Aboard Magnifique III, a 21-cabin riverboat 

designed in the Dutch tradition, drift through a landscape that once defined the wealth and imagination of a maritime 

empire. This is an invitation to experience some of the world’s greatest art, historic estates, and medieval architecture 

with unexpected depth, access, and intimacy. 

Go behind the scenes in museums, beginning with Amsterdam’s prestigious Rijksmuseum. Step into World War I history 

in Ypres, Belgium. Where empires clashed and the map of Europe was redrawn, walk preserved trenches, descend into the 

terrain of underground warfare, and witness how a region still marks the cost of a century-old war, all led by experts who 

bring the personal and political stakes into sharp relief.

Kinderdijk, Holland and map of the region 

— Navigate Holland and Belgium’s historic 

  waterways aboard Magnifique III, a 21-cabin  

  riverboat designed in the Dutch tradition,  

  with onboard bicycles available for exploring 

  countryside paths at your own pace.

— Join expert-led visits to museums and 

  churches that house masterpieces by Rubens,  

  Michelangelo, Van Dyck, and the Van Eycks,  

  including a guided experience at Amsterdam’s  

  incomparable Rijksmuseum.

— Walk through the UNESCO-listed windmill 

  complex of Kinderdijk, where a line of  

  monumental 18th-century towers reveals the 

  ingenuity behind Holland’s enduring  

  relationship with water.

— Step into the 15th century on the quiet canals  

  of Bruges and be welcomed into a private  

  medieval estate, still owned by descendants 

  of its founding family.

— Encounter the restored Adoration of the 

  Mystic Lamb, which shaped the course of 

  Western painting and now returns to its  

  original chapel in Ghent’s St. Bavo’s  

  Cathedral with newly revealed detail.

— Explore World War I history in Ypres, Belgium,  

  with a specialist guide, walking preserved  

  trenches, descending into the terrain of  

  underground combat, and reflecting at the 

  world’s largest Commonwealth cemetery.

CRUISE HIGHLIGHTS



Rijksmuseum, Amsterdam, photo by Erik Smits

DEPARTURE 
■ Depart on an overnight flight to Amsterdam.

AMSTERDAM, HOLLAND / EMBARK MAGNIFIQUE III                                            

L,D

MORNING	
■ Arrive in Amsterdam and meet for lunch at a local favorite.

AFTERNOON / EVENING
■ Guided tour of the Rijksmuseum. Enter the country’s

preeminent museum, designed like a cathedral in 1885 by

Pierre Cuypers. Stand before Rembrandt’s Night Watch,

the quiet glow of Vermeer’s Milkmaid, and the bold

strokes of Van Gogh’s early works.

■ Meet Magnifique III for an afternoon embarkation,

relaxing and unpacking before gathering for the evening’s

welcome dinner as we cruise to Vianen.

VIANEN / KINDERDIJK / DORDRECHT

B,L,D

MORNING	
■ Cruise to Kinderdijk, a UNESCO World Heritage

Site. Take a boat to this village and walk through one

of the most extraordinary feats of Dutch engineering:

19 monumental windmills, built in the 1730s.

AFTERNOON / EVENING
■ Savor lunch at a country estate along the idyllic

Vecht, a river once lined with the summer homes of

Amsterdam’s merchant elite.

■ Exclusive visit to the Rotterdam region’s only historic

country estate (pending confirmation). Go behind the

scenes inside this 18th-century, Rococo-era mansion still

owned by descendants of its original family and normally

closed to the public.

■ Return to Magnifique III for dinner.

	

B,L,D

MORNING	
■ Guided tour of Dordrecht. Explore one of Holland’s

oldest cities, joining a guide to stroll its cobblestone

streets alongside canals and see a selection of its 950

monuments and medieval houses.

■ Transfer to Antwerp, and enjoy lunch upon arrival.

AFTERNOON / EVENING
■ Guided look at major paintings by Peter Paul

Rubens inside Antwerp’s Cathedral of Our Lady.

Explore Antwerp’s tallest building, which houses some

of Rubens’s most revered works, including his 1626

achievement Assumption of the Virgin Mary.

■ Guided tour of St. Paul’s Church. Admire masterpieces

by Rubens, Van Dyck, and Jordaens, including their

contributions to the famed 15 Mysteries of the Rosary cycle.

■ Classic Flemish dinner at Sir Anthony Van Dyk.

This 16th-century patrician home o�ers a rare dining

experience inside one of Antwerp’s most protected

historic enclaves.

ANTWERP / SINT-AMANDS          B,D

MORNING	
■ Curator-led tour Antwerp’s Royal Museum of Fine

Arts (KMSKA). Join an expert guide to explore the

museum’s 600 years of creative treasures.

■ Chart art’s evolution in the Low Countries from

15th-century Flemish portraits to 20th-century Belgian

Expressionist canvases. Step into the vivid imaginations

of Van Eyck, Rubens, Rodin, and Ensor.

Cathedral of Our Lady, Antwerp



 GHENT / YPRES / BRUGES        B,L 

MORNING	
■ Special before-hours tour of Hotel d’Hane

Steenhuyse. Enjoy exclusive access to this stately

18th-century residence, once the seat of Ghent’s

aristocracy and a diplomatic stopover for Louis XVIII,

Tsar Alexander I, and John Quincy Adams.

■ Stroll through its gilded Louis XV salons and austere

Louis XVI galleries featuring paintings by Rubens and

Van Reysschoot.

AFTERNOON / EVENING
■ Gather for lunch in Ghent, then transfer to the historic

town of Ypres.

■ During World War I, Ypres was the site of three

devastating battles along the British lines of the

Western Front, and you will experience how the town

commemorates this history.

■ Guided tour of medieval Ypres. During the Middle Ages,

Ypres prospered as a center for clothmaking. A visit to

the medieval Market Square, the Gothic spires of the

Cloth Hall, and the 13th-century Cathedral of St. Martin

will transport you to the city’s zenith.

■ Expert-led visit to the In Flanders Fields Museum.

Join your expert guide at the museum to uncover WWI

artifacts and personal accounts that detail the soldiers’

experiences.

■ Exploration of Sanctuary Wood. Walk through

preserved trenches and see the lasting impact of the war

on the landscape.

AFTERNOON / EVENING
■ Lunch is at leisure.

■ Guided tour of the Hendrik Conscience Heritage

Library. Go behind the scenes in one of Belgium’s most

atmospheric library spaces, the 17th-century Nottebohm

Room, normally closed to the public.

■ Transfer to Magnifique III in St. Amands, and enjoy dinner

on board.

SINT-AMANDS / GHENT        B,D

MORNING	
■ Enjoy a morning cruise from Sint-Amands to Ghent.

AFTERNOON / EVENING
■ Lunch at leisure upon arrival in Ghent.

■ Guided tour of Ghent’s bustling city center. On this

guided exploration, stops include the 12th-century

Gravensteen, Flanders’s only medieval castle with a near-

intact defense system.

■ Private tour of St. Bavo’s Cathedral. Step into a

1,000-year-old sanctuary built over the foundations of a

Romanesque church and now dominated by Gothic spires.

■ Inside, encounter The Adoration of the Mystic Lamb

(Ghent Altarpiece), one of Western art’s most important

works. View this brilliant polyptych—painted by the Van

Eycks in 1432—in its newly restored glory, returned to its

original home.

■ Gather for dinner aboard Magnifique III.

Gravensteen Castle, Ghent, Belgium

Hotel d’Hane Steenhuyse, Ghent



Tyne Cot Cemetery, Ypres

Madonna and Child by Mochelangelo, Church of Our Lady, Bruges

■ Tour of the Hill 60 memorial site. This man-made hill,

60 meters high, was formed from earth excavated during

the construction of the nearby railway. Here, you will gain

a unique perspective on the region’s strategic importance

during the war. British, Australian, and German forces

fought intense underground battles using tunnels

and mines, resulting in massive explosions and heavy

casualties. Hill 60 now serves as a memorial site for WWI

soldiers.

■ Visit to Tyne Cot Cemetery. Conclude your tour at the

world’s largest Commonwealth war cemetery, where

nearly 12,000 soldiers are laid to rest. The rows of white

headstones and the memorial bearing the names of

almost 35,000 missing soldiers o�er a powerful reminder

of the human cost of war.

■ Transfer to Bruges, where dinner is at leisure.

BRUGES B,D

MORNING	
■ Special-access tour of the Adornes Domain. Enter

this private 15th-century family compound still owned by

descendants of its founders. Light refreshments will be

served.

AFTERNOON / EVENING
■ Lunch is at leisure.

■ Private tour of the Church of Our Lady. Stand in awe of

the church’s imposing, nearly 400-foot brick tower, the

world’s second-highest of its kind.
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■ Inside, witness Michelangelo’s Madonna and Child, an

early 16th-century marble masterpiece and his only

sculpture to leave Italy during his lifetime.

■ Tour the Groeninge Museum. Enjoy a comprehensive 
six-century survey of Flemish and Belgian paintings, 
from Flemish Primitive masterpieces, to major 18th- 

and 19th-century Neoclassical works, to Post-war and

Modern art.

■ Gather for a festive farewell dinner aboard Magnifique III.

 BRUGES / DISEMBARK / BRUSSELS / 

RETURN    
■ Disembark in Bruges after breakfast and transfer to the

Brussels airport for flights home.

  

Cover photo: Dijiver Canal, Bruges, Belgium

DISCLAIMER: This itinerary is subject to change at the discretion of

Arrangements Abroad. For complete details, please carefully read the

terms and conditions at www.arrangementsabroad.com/terms.

http://www.arrangementsabroad.com/terms


Photos clockwise from top left: Restaurant, Magnifique III and Upper Deck 

Suite with French Balcony (above)

RATES INCLUDE

■ Seven nights cabin accommodations aboard
Magnifique III

■ Meals as indicated in the itinerary  (B=Breakfast,

L=Lunch, R=Reception, D=Dinner). Bottled water, soft

drinks, juices, and coffee/tea with all meals; house wine

and beer at all included lunches and dinners

■ Enrichment program of lectures and talks

■ Escorted sightseeing, transportation, and entrance fees

for all included visits

■ Airport/hotel/airport transfers for participants on arrival

and departure days

■ Taxes, service, and porterage charges; gratuities to local
guides and drivers; customary shipboard gratuities

NOT INCLUDED IN RATES International airfare; passport/visa 

fees; meals not specified; alcoholic beverages other than what is noted 

in inclusions; personal items and expenses; airport transfers other 

than for participants on arrival and departure days; excess baggage; 

trip insurance; any other items not specifically mentioned as included

CRUISE RATES

  Cabins     Decks   Double            Single  

21, 22      Lower Deck     ———— 

Single cabin. One twin bed with portholes

5, 7 to 12, 14 to 20       Lower Deck      

Twin beds with portholes

1 to 4, 6       Upper Deck   Inquire               

Suites, twin beds, small sitting area, French balcony with floor-to-ceiling sliding glass doors

LOWER DECK

5

8

7

10

9

12

11

14

15

16

17

1820

1921

22

UPPER DECK

S
T
O
R
E

3 1

46 2

TOP DECK

JACUZZI

CREW

CREW

MAGNIFIQUE III

■ Launched in 2018, this

stylish passenger barge has

21 contemporary cabins and

shipboard Wi-Fi.

■ The upper deck has five spacious

suites (172 sq. ft.), each with

two separate single beds, a small

sitting area, and a “French

balcony” with floor-to-ceiling

sliding-glass doors.

■ The lower deck has 14 twin cabins

(129 sq. ft.) and two single cabins, 

all with separate single beds.

■ The upper deck features a large, 

tastefully furnished salon that

combines a restaurant area, bar, 

and lounge with sitting areas, a

widescreen TV, and panoramic

windows. The top deck features

a whirlpool and deck chairs for

taking in the scenery. 

Call 888.484.8785 to reserve today!    nationaltrusttours.com

Call for pricing


