
Mansions & Museums of Newport, Rhode Island 
From the Revolution to the Gilded Age

November 8-12, 2027



Music Room, The Breakers

Mansions & Museums of Newport, Rhode Island 
From the Revolution to the Gilded Age

Experience the lavish legacy of the original Atlantic Ocean resort town: Newport, Rhode Island. In the 19th century, the 

“City by the Sea” thrived as a playground for the well-heeled, who constructed massive “cottages” as vacation homes 

here. For the Vanderbilts and other wealthy families, Newport presented an opportunity to bring European-style opulence 

to American shores, with mansions modeled after grand Italian palazzos, villas, and French châteaux. 

On this journey, go behind the scenes of Newport and its age-old mansions, now preserved as museums and private 

residences, all lovingly cared for and appreciated by new generations. Highlights include expert-guided inside looks at the 

ultimate Newport summer cottage, the 70-room mansion The Breakers, originally owned by Cornelius Vanderbilt II, and 

Marble House, Mr. and Mrs. William K. Vanderbilt’s estate, built in 1892 using more than 500,000 cubic feet of marble. 

Enjoy private access to Newport’s cultural sites that reflect the city’s origins as a refuge for Baptists, Quakers, Jews, and 

other religious minorities. Go behind the scenes of the Neo-Palladian-style Touro Synagogue, built in 1763 and the oldest 

surviving synagogue in North America.

— Go behind the scenes in Newport’s splendid 

  summer cottages including Marble House,  

  the Vanderbilts’ 1892 mansion containing  

  500,000 cubic feet of marble, where you will  

  explore rooms not usually seen by the public

— Take a special inside look at the ultimate 

  Newport summer cottage, The Breakers,  

  designed by Richard Morris Hunt, and savor  

  the lavish personal effects of the Vanderbilts

— View rare 18th-century, Asian-inspired 

  murals on a private tour of Vernon House,  

  one of Newport’s finest colonial homes and 

  the former headquarters of the Comte de  

  Rochambeau, a French commander during  

  the Revolutionary War 

— Indulge in private visits to historic venues, 

  and enjoy a special exhibition tour at the  

  colonial-era Redwood Library & Athenaeum, 

  the oldest continuously operating lending  

  library in the United States still in its  

  original building

— Enjoy an exclusive meeting with a member 

  of the Preservation Society of Newport  

  County, who will share the secrets of the 

  city’s remarkable buildings and the  

  astonishing tales of their rescue

TRIP HIGHLIGHTS



DAY 1: DEPARTURE / NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND 	  

Transfer independently to your hotel in Newport, Rhode 

Island, where you will have free time to stroll along the 

waterfront or explore the many charming shops. In the early 

evening, gather with fellow travelers at a welcome reception, 

where a Preservation Society o�cial will share an introduction 

to Newport’s magnificent history and architecture.  	      R

DAY 2: NEWPORT	

Today, focus on 18th-century Newport and its impressive 

colonial-era homes. Visit Hunter House, the first property 

purchased by the Preservation Society in 1945 and a fine 

example of Neo-Palladian architecture popular in the  

colonial period. 

Venture to the nearby Historic Hill, where we will visit the 

Neo-Palladian-style Touro Synagogue, the United States’ 

oldest synagogue, dating to 1763. During a short walk, 

stop at the Georgian brick Old Colony House, the original 

colonial legislature building from 1739.  

Following lunch, enjoy private visits with craftspeople at 

the John Stevens Shop, founded in 1705 and specializing 

in stone inscriptions, and artist Howard Newman’s metal 

restoration shop. Afterwards, head to Thames Street and 

the Whitehorne House Museum, an 1810 stately brick 

mansion overseen by the Newport Restoration Foundation, 

which displays 18th- and 19th-century local furniture and 

decorative arts. This evening, dinner is at leisure. B,L

DAY 3: NEWPORT

Along historic Bellevue Avenue, enjoy an inside look at 

the Isaac Bell House, a Preservation Society-owned 

historic house designed and completed in 1883 by McKim, 

Mead & White. One of the best examples of shingle-style 

architecture, it was revolutionary for its open-plan interior. 

Next, take a guided tour of Marble House, the summer 

cottage completed in 1892 for Mr. and Mrs. William K. 

Vanderbilt. Its architect, Richard Morris Hunt, was inspired 

by the Petit Trianon at Versailles, and more than 500,000 

cubic feet of marble were used in its construction. This 

evening, enjoy a special reception with a viewing of the 

current exhibit at the Redwood Library & Athenaeum, 

completed in 1747. B,L,R

DAY 4: NEWPORT	

Delight in a private tour of the Vernon House, an 

architecturally distinguished colonial-era house and National 

Historic Landmark with extraordinary Asian-inspired 

interior murals. During the American Revolutionary War, 

Vernon House served as the headquarters of the Comte de 

Rochambeau, commander of the French forces from 1780  

to 1783. 

The highlight of the day’s experience is a guided look at the 

ultimate of all the Newport summer cottages: The Breakers. 

Designed by Richard Morris Hunt and completed in 1895 for 

Cornelius Vanderbilt II, this grand mansion has 70 rooms 

and 13 acres of landscape. The remainder of the evening is 

at leisure. 	             			                                  B,L

Old Colony House

Newport



DAY 5: NEWPORT	

Begin the day heading down Bellevue Avenue to Rosecli�, 

the 1902 mansion commissioned by Nevada silver heiress 

Theresa Fair Oelrichs. Designed by Stanford White of 

McKim, Mead & White, the house has stunning ocean views 

and has been the setting for The Great Gatsby (1974) and 

other films. 

This afternoon, visit the Newport Art Museum, founded 

in 1912. The museum operates a gallery in the John N. A. 

Griswold House, a National Historic Landmark and the 

premier American Stick Style building, designed by Richard 

Morris Hunt in 1864. Later, head to the International 

Yacht Restoration School, a unique vocational school 

for maritime trades. Here, in an adjacent building, observe 

the ongoing restoration of the 1885 sailing schooner yacht 

Coronet (pending confirmation).    B,D

DAY 6: NEWPORT / RETURN 

After breakfast, transfer independently to the airport for 

return flights home. B

Rosecli�

The Brenton Hotel (top) and Suite (above)

PROGRAM RATE 

$5,399 per person, double rate

$5,999 single rate 

RATE INCLUDES
■ Five nights hotel accommodations per itinerary

■ Meals as indicated in the itinerary (B=Breakfast, L=Lunch,

R=Reception, D=Dinner). Bottled water, soft drinks, juices,

and co�ee/tea with all meals; house wine and beer at the

welcome reception and included dinners

■ Enrichment program of lectures and talks

■ Escorted sightseeing, transportation, and entrance fees for

all included visits

■ Taxes, service, and porterage charges; gratuities to local

guides and drivers

NOT INCLUDED IN RATE Airfare; meals not specified; alcoholic 

beverages other than noted in inclusions; personal items and expenses; 

airport transfers; excess baggage; trip insurance; any other items not 

specifically mentioned as included.  
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ACCOMMODATIONS

The Brenton Hotel, Newport

Savor sophistication by the sea at Newport’s best 

waterfront location. This recently built boutique property 

captures the city’s rich architectural legacy while o�ering a 

modern, tranquil retreat overlooking the harbor. Inspired by 

Newport’s historic landmarks and designed with soothing 

nautical elements, the hotel provides guests with a serene 

escape in spacious rooms, all o�ering harbor views.

DISCLAIMER: This itinerary is subject to change at the discretion of

Arrangements Abroad. For complete details, please carefully read the

terms and conditions at www.arrangementsabroad.com/terms.

Call 888.484.8785     nationaltrusttours.com

http://www.arrangementsabroad.com/terms

